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Paragraphs – Level Two  

How to Guide - ANSWERS  
 

Question 1  

In this paragraph, one of the sentences does not belong. Highlight or 
underline the part that should not be in the paragraph.  

The pineapple is a spiky-skinned, tropical, compound fruit with aromatic, sweet-
sour juicy yellow flesh and a fibrous core. Miniature varieties have a tender, 
edible core. Pineapple flesh is eaten raw in salsas, desserts and sweet or savoury 
salads. Pineapple juice or purée is also good in exotic fruit drinks such as 
smoothies, especially those made with coconut water. It is also excellent cooked, 
especially griddled, fried or baked in cakes. Mango juice is another popular 
addition to recipes. Rum, cherry or orange liqueurs taste good with pineapple, as 
do citrus fruit and spices, including fresh chilli. It can be the basis of a number of 
interesting recipes. 

The sentence about mango juice should not be there as it is not related to 
pineapple, which is the subject of the paragraph.  

 

Question 2  

Read the paragraph below and then decide which of the four sentences 
underneath would be the best topic sentence to start the paragraph with.  

There are no facilities in college for students to use to keep fit in their own time 
if they are not studying a sport course. It would be great to be able to book the 
tennis courts or football pitch in our spare time. Alternatively, an exercise hour 
could be on our timetables where we could choose what we wanted to do. We all 
know that exercise is important to our health, so I think the college should be 
doing more to help us stay healthy.  
 

a) The college should be providing us with healthy options.  

b) Students should have more access to keep fit options at college.  

c) The college should allow us to use the football pitches in our own time. 

d) Exercise is very important for our health.  

B is the correct choice. A is too vague as healthy options could be about food. C is 
too specific as it only mentions football pitches. D would be the beginning to a piece 
on why exercise is important but doesn’t mention the main point which is about 
having access to exercise at college.  
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Question 3 

There are various ways of planning and structuring this piece. Show your answers 
to a tutor if you are not sure if your version is correct.  

a) Look back at the piece of writing on the previous page. Create a plan for the 
piece of writing that makes two clear points.  

You may have chosen to do a spider diagram or another type of plan.  

 Diversions  
o Too many cars 
o Too long/too far 

 Disruption to residents  
o Lorries on residential streets 
o Increased traffic volume – noise  

 

b) Now rewrite the information so that it has an introductory paragraph and two 
clear paragraphs afterwards. You may need to add in some additional details. 
You can make changes to the sentences that are already there to link them 
together.  

The introduction needs to mention the points being made in the rest of the piece. 
The other paragraphs need to have a clear point and then evidence and 
explanations. Here is one example:  
 

I am writing to complain about the planned roadworks on the main street 
through the centre of Denston. I am very concerned that the diversions will 
mean people travelling much further than normal and there will be long delays. I 
am also concerned about the effects on the residential areas the diversions go 
through.  
 
Firstly, the roadworks will mean that nobody will be able to use the main street 
during rush hours. The traffic is already horrendous so where will everyone go 
when the road is closed? People will be forced to drive miles out of their way to 
get to work and school everyday. I will have to set off an hour earlier in the 
morning just to get to work on time. Other people will also be affected in similar 
ways and there will be long delays in the town.  

 
Secondly, the diversions are all along residential streets and this will cause a 
number of issues for residents. The increased numbers of vehicles will create a 
great deal of noise that might stop people from sleeping or enjoying their 
gardens. As well as cards, lorries will be driving down the narrow streets along 
the diversion and may cause damage to the road as well as causing pollution and 
more noise. The diversion routes need to be rethought quickly to prevent these 
issues.   
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Question 4 – Split the text below into four clear paragraphs. Use \ to show a 
new paragraph.  

 

I am writing to complain about the service we received at your restaurant on 
Friday 3rd April 2020. We visited for a birthday meal for my sister and had a 
terrible experience. \We had booked a table for seven people at eight pm and 
arrived just before eight. The waiter told us that there was no record of our 
booking and that the restaurant was full. We were understandably quite upset at 
this and insisted he looked again. After about five minutes of worry, he realised 
he had made a mistake and we were shown to a table. The waiter did not appear 
again until eight thirty to take our order. I understand the restaurant was busy 
but that is an unacceptable amount of time to wait. \When the food did 
eventually arrive, one dish was missing and my sister’s lasagne was stone cold. 
We asked the waiter if it could be warmed up and he did take it back to the 
kitchen. It took a further fifteen minutes for the lasagne and the missing dish to 
arrive back at the table; the waiter did not apologise for the issues and was quite 
abrupt when he put the dishes down making us feel that it was our fault.\ At the 
time, I did not feel it was appropriate to complain to the manager as I didn’t 
want to further ruin my sister’s birthday meal. However, I do not want anyone to 
have the same experience and encourage you to look at your staff customer 
service training. I also feel that we should not have had to pay full price for the 
dishes that were late.  
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Question 5 

Add in paragraph openers where appropriate using some of the words from 
the list on the previous page or your own choice of words or phrases. You can 
change the opening sentences slightly to ensure they flow.  

Here are some examples of suitable opening sentences for each paragraph.  

You should not have used an opener for the introduction.  

 

Firstly, I’ve always loved space.  

First of all, I’ve always loved space.  

 

Additionally, I have always been interested in science and I have always got high 
grades in school in physics and chemistry.  

In addition, I have always been interested in science and I have always got high 
grades in school in physics and chemistry.  

Secondly, I have always been interested in science and I have always got high 
grades in school in physics and chemistry.  

Furthermore, I have always been interested in science and I have always got high 
grades in school in physics and chemistry.  

 

Additionally, I have other qualities that an astronaut would need.  

Furthermore, I have other qualities that an astronaut would need.  

As well as loving space and science, I have other qualities that an astronaut 
would need.  

Another reason for wanting to be an astronaut, is that I have other qualities an 
astronaut would need.   

If you consider the qualities an astronaut would need, I think I have many of 
them.  

 

In conclusion, I think that being an astronaut would be an amazing career.  

To conclude, I think that being an astronaut would be an amazing career.  

Overall, I think that being an astronaut would be an amazing career.  

 

Never use the same words to start two paragraphs in a row. If you use additionally 
for paragraph two, then you must use something else for paragraph three.  


