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Persuasive Writing – Level Two  

How to Guide - ANSWERS  
 

 Question 1 

Tick the questions below that you think are asking you to be persuasive.  

 

a) A grant is available to help students support themselves while they are 
studying. Write a letter to Dora Sengal to apply for the grant. In your letter, you 
should:  

• describe what you are doing now and your future ambitions 

 • explain in detail how you would use the grant money  

• persuade Dora Sengal that you deserve the grant. 

 

b) Compile a report for the local council about the effect building work has had 
on the children at the nursery you volunteer at.  

 

c) Your college have decided to only open the restaurant between 12pm and 1pm 
and you think that it should be open for longer. Write a speech to your fellow 
class mates to persuade them to support you in your campaign and tell them 
how they can help. 

 

d) The local newspaper has asked readers to write articles about the influence 
social media has on young people. You decide to write an article.  

 

 

The questions asking you to be persuasive were A and C.  
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Question 2 

You are trying to persuade other students to support your campaign to stop the 
local bowling alley from being closed down.  

Write one or sentences for each technique below that you could use in a speech 
to persuade the other students.  

Here are some examples of answers but there are a number of different things 
you could say for each.  

a) Emotive language  

Hundreds of local children will be devasted if the bowling alley is closed.  

If the bowling alley closes, local teenagers will have nothing to do except riot and 
rampage on the streets.  

It would be criminal to close such an important facility that is loved by many in the 
town.  

 

b) Rhetorical questions  

Do you want local children and teenagers to have nowhere to go at the weekend?  

Do you want to see yet another business close in our town ruining our local 
economy?  

Don’t you want to have somewhere fun to go after college?  

 

c) Direct address 

Remember all the fun you had going bowling on your birthday or with your friends.  

If you support me, then you will be helping to make a difference.  

Think of the impact on your younger brothers and sisters or nieces and nephews.  

 

d) Benefits  

Saving the bowling alley will give you somewhere to meet your friends.  

It will give your parents somewhere to take your brothers and sisters out of your 
way.  

The bowling alley employs a lot of students in the evening and weekends and the 
pay is very reasonable.  



© Copyright of LC Education & Training Ltd 2020 

Question 3  

Pick two of the techniques above to use in a short paragraph to convince the 
reader to donate money for a homeless charity in your local area.  

 

It’s a good idea to show your piece to someone else and ask them to identify the 
two techniques you have used. Ask them if the paragraph would persuade them 
to donate money. If not, see if you can change it to make it more persuasive.  

 

Question 4  

You are volunteering at your local football club. They have just spent £3 million 
on renovations and are ready to reopen the grounds. They ask you to write an 
email to a celebrity sportsperson and ask them to come along to open the club. 
It will be on October 22nd at 2pm and they will need to cut the ribbon and do 
some press interviews.  
 

A student has had a go at writing the email, but it isn’t very persuasive. Can you 
improve the email before he sends it? Rewrite/type the email on a separate 
piece of paper.  

 

Dear Mr Grealish  
 

Our local football club Denston Rovers will be reopening in October after a 
renovation and we would really like you to come and be our celebrity guest and 
cut the ribbon. Please can you arrive by 2pm on October 22nd at the Denston 
Rovers grounds. There will be free parking. As you know, you will need to cut the 
ribbon, but you will also need to do some interviews afterwards with the press.  
 

It will be great if you could join us as you are one of my favourite footballers and 
Aston Villa is my favourite club. I’m really excited to show you around our new 
grounds!  
 

I look forward to hearing from you soon.  
 

Regards  

 

Dan Swanson  
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This email wouldn’t be persuasive enough. A national footballer wouldn’t be 
interested in free parking or looking around the new grounds. The first 
paragraph doesn’t work well as it assumes he will be coming and focuses on 
giving him instructions on what to do! Your email should outline the benefits to 
him such as having the press there who will be able to show him supporting a 
local cause. You might want to talk about when he was a new player and how 
much his local club meant to him and how it would be great if he could support 
another local club. You could talk about all the local fans who will be coming on 
the day and would love to meet a real-life hero. You should always start with the 
flattery and then give the information later on in a very polite way not assuming 
he will definitely be becoming.  


