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Skills Check 
Rate how confident you feel about the skills tested in this section:  

Skill Not a clue! I know a 
little 

I feel okay 
with this 

I feel quite 
confident 

I feel very 
confident 

Identify when to use persuasive 
techniques       

Identify persuasive techniques  
      

Use persuasive techniques in a piece 
of text       

 

When you have finished the booklet, use a different colour to mark your confidence levels again.  

 

Persuasive Writing  

Introduction 
 

Some of the writing tasks will ask you to be persuasive or might suggest this 
through the language of the question. It is an area that many students struggle 
with as they tend to focus on writing the content and forget to include any 
particular persuasive techniques. If you think a question wants you to be 
persuasive, plan the techniques you will use to make sure you don’t lose marks.   

 

You will find it useful to have looked at the reading guides about language 
techniques and persuasive language first.  
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When to be Persuasive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Try it Out  

 Question 1 

Tick the questions below that you think are asking you to be persuasive.  

 

a) A grant is available to help students support themselves while they are 
studying. Write a letter to Dora Sengal to apply for the grant. In your letter, you 
should:  

• describe what you are doing now and your future ambitions 

 • explain in detail how you would use the grant money  

• persuade Dora Sengal that you deserve the grant. 

 

b) Compile a report for the local council about the effect building work has had 
on the children at the nursery you volunteer at.  

 

c) Your college have decided to only open the restaurant between 12pm and 1pm 
and you think that it should be open for longer. Write a speech to your fellow 
class mates to persuade them to support you in your campaign and tell them 
how they can help. 

 

d) The local newspaper has asked readers to write articles about the influence 
social media has on young people. You decide to write an article.  

 

There are some key words to look out for in questions that tell you to use 
persuasive techniques. Obviously, the key word is persuade but here are 
some others:  

 Convince  
 Explain why  
 Encourage  
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Persuasive Techniques 
There are many persuasive techniques you can use in your writing. You will have 
to decide which techniques would be appropriate for the different types of texts 
you are writing. Here are four of the main techniques but you can also use many 
others. You don’t need to use all the techniques in a single piece of writing.  

 

 

Emotive Language 

Designed to appeal to the reader’s emotions and make them feel they need to 
support what you say.  

If the plans go ahead, the impact on the environment would be truly horrific. 

I can’t bear the thought of an elderly person falling on the ice and hurting 
themselves.  

Rhetorical Questions  

Questions that don’t need to be answered out loud but that almost force the 
person to answer in the same way as you.  

Can you bring yourself to stand by and do nothing while this amazing 
landscape is destroyed?  

Do you want the elderly residents to have to suffer?  

Direct Address 

Using the words you and your to speak directly to the reader and make them 
feel as if you are talking to them personally.  

Did you know that you could be saving up to £500 a year?  

If you support my views, you will be helping to save thousands of animals.  

Benefits 

Describe the personal benefits the reader will get if they agree with you/do 
what you want  

If you open our sports hall, national newspaper will be covering the event so 
you will get plenty of extra publicity.  

If you sponsor a child today, you will get a personal letter from them every 
month.  
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Try It Out  

Question 2 

You are trying to persuade other students to support your campaign to stop the 
local bowling alley from being closed down.  

Write one or sentences for each technique below that you could use in a speech 
to persuade the other students.  

 

a) Emotive language  

 

 

 

 

b) Rhetorical questions  

 

 

 

 

c) Direct address 

 

 

 

 

d) Benefits  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not try 
writing the 

whole speech 
and asking your 
tutor to mark it 
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There are also a number of other persuasive techniques that can be 
used when writing. 

 

 Try it Out 

Question 3 

Pick two of the techniques above to use in a short paragraph to convince the 
reader to donate money for a homeless charity in your local area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Letters 

Writing something 
in all capitals draws 
attention to it. 

SALE NOW ON 

 

Exclamation Marks 

They can give a 
sense of urgency 
encouraging people 
to act. 

Offer finishes on 
Friday! 

 

Facts & Statistics 

Use facts that 
support your point.  

Over 80% of 
residents agree with 
the proposal.  

 

Anecdotes 

Telling a short 
personal story helps 
people relate to 
what you are saying.  

My sister tripped 
over the uneven 
pavement and 
fractured her wrist. 

Hyperbole 

Exaggerating a point 
can make it seem 
more serious.  

This opportunity will 
never come around 
again.  

 

Imperative  

Using instructive 
language can make 
people think they 
have to do what you 
say.  

Sign our petition now 
and save lives! 
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Try it Out – Exam Style 

Question 4  

You are volunteering at your local football club. They have just spent £3 million 
on renovations and are ready to reopen the grounds. They ask you to write an 
email to a celebrity sportsperson and ask them to come along to open the club. 
It will be on October 22nd at 2pm and they will need to cut the ribbon and do 
some press interviews.  

 

A student has had a go at writing the email, but it isn’t very persuasive. Can you 
improve the email before he sends it? Rewrite/type the email on a separate 
piece of paper.  

 

 

Dear Mr Grealish  
 

Our local football club Denston Rovers will be reopening in October after a 
renovation and we would really like you to come and be our celebrity guest and 
cut the ribbon. Please can you arrive by 2pm on October 22nd at the Denston 
Rovers grounds. There will be free parking. As you know, you will need to cut the 
ribbon, but you will also need to do some interviews afterwards with the press.  
 

It will be great if you could join us as you are one of my favourite footballers and 
Aston Villa is my favourite club. I’m really excited to show you around our new 
grounds!  
 

I look forward to hearing from you soon.  
 

Regards  

 

Dan Swanson  

 

 
Hint: What would make a 
famous footballer want to 

come to a local event? What 
won’t they be interested in?  


