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Sentence Types – Level Two  

How to Guide - ANSWERS  
 

Question 1  

Tick to show whether each sentence is simple, compound or complex.  

 Simple Compound Complex 
Sarah and Asam attended training on Friday. 
 
 

   

Jan was watching football, so Mike went to do 
the weekly shop.   
 

   

It was raining very heavily, yet Jo decided to take 
her dog for a walk. 

  
 

The driver, whose car was silver, had broken 
down on the A38. 

   

Some students like to study in the mornings. 
 
 

   

Although I agree with the council’s point that 
speeding is an issue, I feel that the new parking 
measures do not help to improve safety.  

   

I am writing to complain about a meal I had at 
your restaurant, which was not up to standard I 
would expect.  

   

I tried to learn Spanish, and my friend tried to 
learn French.   
 

  
 

They quickly decided to move the meeting to 
Friday morning.  
 

 
  

If you look at the safety statistics, you will see 
that travelling by plane is one of the safest forms 
of transport. 

   

It’s very important to read the instructions 
carefully.  
 

 
  

Ali ran out of money, so she had to end her trip 
early.  
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For questions 2 to 5 it is a good idea to get a tutor to mark your work as there 
are many different types of sentences you could have written. There are some 
guidelines below to help you check your own work if you don’t have a tutor 
available.  

 

Question 2 

Write your own examples of complex sentences using an introductory word or 
phrase. Here are some things you should check in your work.  

Have you remembered to put the comma after the introductory word or phrase? 

Does it make sense if you read it out loud to yourself? When you use however, 
this means what you are saying is opposite or contrasting to the sentence or 
point that went before. If you use subsequently, it means the bit after the comma 
should explain the reason for what was said in the sentence or point before.  

 

Question 3  

Write your own examples of complex sentences starting with an independent 
clause.  

The important thing here is to have put the comma in the correct place. It 
should be the point at which you naturally pause when reading the sentence. 
The bit before the comma is a dependent clause so should not make sense on its 
own. The bit after the comma it should be an independent clause so it should 
make sense when you read it on its own.  

 

Question 4 

Write your own examples of complex sentences with an independent clause at 
the end.  

The bit after the comma should explain or give more detail to the first part. It’s 
important to use the words correctly. Who should only be used to refer to 
people and it can be difficult to write a complex sentence using who.  
 

Question 5 

Write your own examples of complex sentences using commas to show 
additional information.  

The key to writing these correctly is that if the part in the commas is removed, 
then the rest of the sentence should make sense on its own. The part inside the 
commas should give some extra information about what was said before the first 
comma. You must have a pair of commas and not just one to do this correctly.  


