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Decimals – Loop Activity  
Purpose 

To add, subtract, multiply and divide with decimals. Also involves some knowledge of 
metric measures.   

 

Preparation 

Print and cut out loop cards. One set of cards per group of students. Suggest printing 
each set of cards onto a different colour of paper and laminating or printing onto strong 
card.   

 

Group size 

Suggest groups of 3.  

 

Task 

Get students into groups and give each group a set of cards. They should find the START 
card and read the question on the right-hand side of the card. They should find the 
answer to that question on the left-hand side of another card. They continue matching 
cards until the whole loop is finished. The last question should match the answer on the 
START card.  

 

Groups may wish to make an actual loop or just place cards under each other.  

  

Answers  

There is an answer page at the end of the resource to print for your use during the 
activity.  
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1.13 

START 
Keith and Bob are using rope to put up 
a marquee. Keith’s rope is 1.28 m long. 

Bob’s rope is 2.74 m longer than Keith’s. 
What is the length of Bob’s rope? 

 

4.02 A jar of sugar weighs 1.9 kg. What is the 
total weight of 4 jars of sugar? 

 

7.6 

A bucket holds 5.2 litres of water. A 
bottle holds 3.9 litres less water than 
the bucket. What is the volume of 
water in the bottle? 
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1.3 

Susan has 4 times as much money as 
her friend. If Susan has £10, how much 

money does her friend have? 

 

2.50 

Margaret weighs 3 letters to post. They 
weigh 3.7oz, 4.9oz and 4.2oz. What is 

the total weight? 

 

12.8 

Jo counts the change in his wallet. He 
has £7.89. He then buys a sandwich and 
drink for £3.69. How much has he got 

left? 
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4.20 

The times for three runners in a 100m 
race are 8.85s, 9.6s and 9.25s. What is 

the winning time? 

 

8.85 

A jar of coffee cost £1.75. How much 
would it cost to buy 3 jars? 

 

5.25 

Jackie measured the height of her 
three children. They were 1.2m, 1.09m 
and 0.75m. What was the difference 

between the tallest and shortest child? 
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0.45 

The times for three runners in a 100m 
race are 8.85s, 9.6s and 9.25s. What is 

the losing time? 

 

9.6 

A 7m piece of wood is cut in half. How 
long is each piece in metres? 

 

3.5 

Matt and Diane are measuring for new 
curtains. The height of the window is 

0.98m and Diane would like there to be 
an extra 0.15m of material at the 

bottom. What length of curtain should 
they order? 
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ANSWERS 

1.13 
Keith and Bob are using rope to put up a marquee. Keith’s rope 
is 1.28 m long. Bob’s rope is 2.74 m longer than Keith’s. What is 
the length of Bob’s rope?  

4.02 

A jar of sugar weighs 1.9 kg. What is the total weight of 4 jars of 
sugar? 

 

7.6 

A bucket holds 5.2 litres of water. A bottle holds 3.9 litres less 
water than the bucket. What is the volume of water in the 
bottle? 

 

1.3 

Susan has 4 times as much money as her friend. If Susan has 
£10, how much money does her friend have? 

 

2.50 Margaret weighs 3 letters to post. They weigh 3.7oz, 4.9oz and 
4.2oz. What is the total weight? 

12.8 Jo counts the change in his wallet. He has £7.89. He then buys a 
sandwich and drink for £3.69. How much has he got left? 

4.20 The times for three runners in a 100m race are 8.85s, 9.6s and 
9.25s. What is the winning time? 

8.85 A jar of coffee cost £1.75. How much would it cost to buy 3 jars? 

5.25 
Jackie measured the height of her three children. They were 
1.2m, 1.09m and 0.75m. What was the difference between the 
tallest and shortest child? 
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0.45 The times for three runners in a 100m race are 8.85s, 9.6s and 
9.25s. What is the losing time? 

9.6 A 7m piece of wood is cut in half. How long is each piece in 
metres? 

3.5 

Matt and Diane are measuring for new curtains. The height of 
the window is 0.98m and Diane would like there to be an extra 
0.15m of material at the bottom. What length of curtain should 
they order? 

 


