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Features of Text L1 
Purpose 

To recognise features of text and explain the effect they have on the reader.  

 

Preparation 

Print and cut out the three sets of cards – suggest printing each page on different 
coloured paper or card to make the matching easier. Print one set per group. Print out an 
answer sheet if you wish.  

 

Group Size  

Recommend groups of three.  

 

Task 

Give each group a set of cards. Ask them to set out the heading cards on the table. They 
should then match the cards so that a feature is matched to its description and to its 
effect on the reader.  

 

Extension Tasks 

Groups could try to write a description for other features of text they know.  
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Answer Sheet 
 

Description Feature Effect on the Reader  

I am right at the top of the text. Heading or 
Headline 

I am used to draw the reader’s 
eye to what the text is about. 

I am a round bold dot on the 
page usually indented from the 

margin. 
Bullet point I summarise the main points or 

show instructions. 

I am different blocks of text that 
cover different topics. I should 
start with a topic sentence and 

then contain the main 
information. 

Paragraphs I break up the text into readable 
sections each with a new topic. 

I could be a photograph, 
diagram, drawing or cartoon. Imagery I am used to help the reader 

‘picture’ what the text is about. 

I am used to instruct or give an 
order. 

Imperative 
Verb 

I tell the reader what to do or 
what to think.  

I am text made darker and 
thicker than the rest of the text. Bold 

I attract the eye to important 
points or phrases by making part 

them stand out. 

I indicate what each section of a 
text is about.  Subheadings 

I help the reader find the right 
information and understand 

what a section is about. 

I am a block of text that only 
covers part of the width of the 
page. I am often used next to 

another block of text. 

Column 
I help the reader read quickly by 

making the body of text 
narrower. 
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Description of Feature 

I am right at the top of the text. 

I am a round bold dot on the page usually indented from 
the margin. 

I am different blocks of text that cover different topics. I 
should start with a topic sentence and then contain the 

main information. 

I could be a photograph, diagram, drawing or cartoon. 

I am used to instruct or give an order. 

 
I am text made darker and thicker than the rest of the 

text. 

I indicate what each section of a text is about.  

I am a block of text that only covers part of the width of 
the page. I am often used next to another block of text. 
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Feature 
Heading or Headline 

Bullet point 

Paragraphs 

Imagery 

Imperative Verb 

Bold 

Subheadings 

Column 
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Effect on the Reader 

I am used to draw the reader’s eye to what the text is about. 

I summarise the main points or show instructions. 

I break up the text into readable sections each with a new 
topic. 

I am used to help the reader ‘picture’ what the text is about. 

I tell the reader what to do or what to think. 

I attract the eye to important points or phrases by making 
them stand out. 

I help the reader find the right information and understand 
what a section is about. 

I help the reader read quickly by making the body of text 
narrower. 

 


