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Skills Check 
Rate how confident you feel about the skills tested in this section:  

Skill Not a clue! I know a 
little 

I feel okay 
with this 

I feel quite 
confident 

I feel very 
confident 

Define locational features 
      

Explain what each feature might show  
      

Use locational features to find 
information  

 
     

 

When you have finished the booklet, use a different colour to mark your confidence levels again.  

 

Locating Information 

Introduction 
 

Questions on the exam often ask you to find specific pieces of information or to 
draw conclusions about the information shown. You may need to use locational 
features to find the relevant information. It is easy to focus on the main body of 
the text and not to look at other areas of the page. You should practise looking 
at all the elements on a page in order to answer a question.    
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Locational Features  
 

 

 

Asterisk A * symbol next to a word or letter. A second * will be seen 
somewhere else on the page explaining what the word or 
phrase means or giving additional information about it. 
The second asterisk will often be at the bottom of the 
page.  

Caption  Information underneath a photograph that tells you who 
or what the photograph shows.  

Diagram A visual representation of an object with labels and 
sometimes colours.  

Footnote A small number1 above a word that tells you there is 
additional information about that word at the bottom 
(foot) of the page.  

Glossary An alphabetical list of key terms used within the text. 
Usually found at the end of the text.  

Index A list of information found in the text with page numbers 
or similar telling you what to find the piece of information 
you want.  

Legend or key An explanation of the symbols found on a map, graph or 
chart.  

Menu Found on a website, this gives you a list of the topics or 
information that the website contains.  

Table Contains organised and structured information – usually 
with headings – in a series of rows and columns.  

 

Here are some locational features you might find within different types of 
text.   
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Try it Out  

Question 1  

Label as many locational features as you can in this text.   

 
Speed Limits  

 
In the UK, you must not drive faster than the speed limit of the road you are on. The 
speed limit is the maximum1 speed you can travel at on a road. It is important to know 
that different types of vehicles have different maximum speeds they can travel at. For 
example, on a motorway a car can usually travel up to 70mph, but if you are towing a 
caravan you cannot go above 60mph.  

 
Type of Vehicle Built up 

Areas 
Single 

Carriageways 
Duel 

Carriageways 
Motorways 

Car and motorcycle* 30mph 60mph 70mph 70mph 

Cars towing caravans or 
trailers 

30mph 50mph 60mph 60mph 

Buses, coaches and 
minibuses  

30mph 50mph 60mph 70mph 

Goods vehicles  
Max 7.5 tonnes 

30mph 50mph 60mph 70mph 

Goods vehicles  
Over 7.5 tonnes** 

30mph 50mph 60mph 60mph 

* Includes vans 
** Scotland has different limits  

 

If you are caught exceeding the speed limit by a camera, 
then the registered keeper of the vehicle will be sent a 
NIP. That person will be asked to state who was driving 
the car at the time of the offence. They will have 2 weeks 
to do this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 In some weather and road conditions you may need to reduce your speed.  

Goods vehicle – a type of vehicle designed for carrying items  

NIP - Notice of intended prosecution is a warning that you may be prosecuted for 
a driving offence  

Registered keeper – the person who is named as the vehicle’s owner on the 
official paperwork 

Figure 1: A Gatso camera. They have 
been painted yellow since 2001. 
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Try it Out  

Answer the questions on the following page using the text below.  

Home DIY  
 

In 2020 there was a sharp increase in the amount of money people were spending on 
buying tools, materials and paint to do their own DIY. "According to retailers in this 
sector, consumers appeared to be carrying out home improvements while spending more 
time than usual in their homes," the ONS* said. Zopa1 found we usually spend £83bn on 
DIY each year. It will be interesting to see what the amount spent in 2020 will be.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to do your own DIY, here are some top tips you can follow:  

 Always do work on your walls before putting down 
a new floor. You don’t want to spill paint on new 
carpet or tiles!  

 Wrap your brushes in cling film between uses to 
avoid having to constantly wash them.  

 Make sure you paint your radiators2 when you are 
decorating a room to ensure the whole room looks 
fresh.  

 Always check for electrical cables and plumbing before drilling holes in walls.  
 You should use a professional for any electrical or gas related work. 
 Do your research and take measurements properly to make sure you buy the right 

amount of materials for each project.  

 

*ONS – Office of National Statistics   

 
1 The digital bank  
2 You must use heatproof paint rather than standard paint  
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Question 2  

a) What two sets of dates were compared for online sales of DIY products? 

 

 

b) What is the ONS?  

 

 

c) Why should you do work on your walls before your floors?  

 

 

d) How much money does the UK spend on DIY annually? 
 
 
 

e) What type of paint must you use on your radiators?  

 

 

f) What is the most popular paint colour in the UK?  

 

 

g) True or False. Sales of tools and equipment increased by more than 20% 
from one year to the next.  

 

 
h) Why does the text suggest wrapping paint brushes in cling film?  

 

 

 

  

 


