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Skills Check 
Rate how confident you feel about the skills tested in this section:  

Skill Not a clue! I know a 
little 

I feel okay 
with this 

I feel quite 
confident 

I feel very 
confident 

Explain the rules of rounding 
      

Round to the nearest 10 and nearest 
100      

Round to the nearest whole number  
      

Round to one or two decimal places  
      

Check your answers to calculations 
using rounding       

 

When you have finished the booklet, use a different colour to mark your confidence levels again.  

 

Rounding  

Introduction 
 

Rounding is a skill we use quite a bit in day to day life. We use rounding when we 
don’t need an exact amount or to give us a general idea of the size of a number. 
If you wanted to know how much someone’s new jacket cost, you don’t really 
need to know it was £59.98 – it would be more sensible to say about £60. You 
can also use rounding to help you check your answers are correct by rounding 
the numbers before doing a calculation.  

 

It is a good idea to have worked through the guides on adding, subtracting and 
multiplying before trying this guide.  
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Rounding  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rounding Rules 
 

 

 

 

 

Example  

Round this number to the nearest ten.  

 

The ten number is 9. The number after it is 3. This means the 9 stays the same 
and the 3 position becomes 0. The final number would be 690 

(You don’t need to fill in zeros after the decimal point such as 690.000)  

 

H
undreds 

T
ens 

U
nits 

P
oint 

T
enths 

H
undredths 

T
housandths 

6 9 3 . 4 7 8 

6 9 3 . 4 7 8 

You need to understand place value to round correctly.    

If someone refers to the tenths position, they mean the 
position after the decimal point.  

Identify the position of the digit you want to round  

If the number after that digit is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4, the digit you want stays the 
same and any positions after it become 0 

If the number after that digit is 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9 the digit you want goes up to 
the next number and any positions after it become 0 

Units is the same as whole numbers  

Tenths is the same as 1 decimal place  

Hundredths is the same as 2 decimal places  
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Rounding to the Nearest 10  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Examples  

What is 64 rounded to the nearest 10? 60  

The unit number is 4 so it goes back to 60  

What is 18 rounded to the nearest 10? 20  

The unit number is 8 so it goes forward to 20  

What is 459 rounded to the nearest 10? 460  

The unit number is 9 so it goes forward to 460  
 

Try it Out  

Question 1  

a) What is 97 rounded to the nearest 10?  

 

b) What is 8 rounded to the nearest 10?  

 

c) What is 34 rounded to the nearest 10?  

 

d) What is 71 rounded to the nearest 10?  

 

e) What is 263 rounded to the nearest 10?  

 

f) What is 4888 rounded to the nearest 10?  

 

g) What is 2312 rounded to the nearest 10?  

All your rounded numbers will be in the ten times table 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
 110 120 etc  

If your unit number is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4, you go back to the nearest 10 

If your unit number is 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9, you go forward to the next 10 
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Rounding to the Nearest 100  
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Examples  

What is 264 rounded to the nearest 100? 300 The number in the ten’s column is 6 

so you go forward to 300   

What is 718 rounded to the nearest 10? 700 The number in the ten’s column is 1 so 

you go back to 700   

What is 2459 rounded to the nearest 100? 2500 The number in the ten’s column is 

5 so you go forward to 500   

Try it Out  

Question 2  

a) What is 397 rounded to the nearest 100?  

 

b) What is 536 rounded to the nearest 100?  

 

c) What is 2190 rounded to the nearest 100?  

 

d) What is 8712 rounded to the nearest 100?  

 

e) What is 98 rounded to the nearest 100?  

 

f) What is 12,652 rounded to the nearest 100?  

All your rounded numbers will be in the hundred times table 

100 200 300 400 1600 2800 12,500     160,200 

If the number in the ten’s column is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4, you go back to the 
nearest 100 

If the number in the ten’s column is 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9, you go forward to the 
next 100 
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Rounding to a Whole Number  
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Examples  

What is 15.25 rounded to the nearest whole number? 15 The number after the 

decimal point is 2 so the unit number (the 5) stays the same   

What is 428.1 rounded to the nearest whole number? 428 The number after the 

decimal point is 1 so the unit number (the 8) stays the same   

What is 6.888 rounded to the nearest whole number? 7 The number after the 

decimal point is 8 so the unit number (the 6) goes up by one    

 

Try it Out  

Question 3  

a) What is 13.95 rounded to the nearest whole number?  

 

b) What is 67.04 rounded to the nearest whole number?  

 

c) What is 133.411 rounded to the nearest whole number?  

 

d) What is 150.7 rounded to the nearest whole number?  

 

e) What is 1,562.99 rounded to the nearest whole number?  

 

Your rounded numbers will not have any numbers after the 
decimal point 

If the number after the decimal point (the tenths’ number) is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4, 
the unit number stays the same 

If the number after the decimal point (the tenths’ number) is 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9, 
the unit number goes up by one  
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Rounding to Decimal Places 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
Examples  

What is 15.25 rounded to one decimal place? 15.3 You look at the first decimal 
position (15.25) . The number after it is 5 so you round your digit (the 2) up by one.  

What is 263.42 rounded to one decimal place? 263.4 You look at the first decimal 
position ( 263.42) . The number after it is 2 so your digit (the 4) stays the same.  

What is 11.535 rounded to two decimal places? 11.54 You look at the second 
decimal position ( 11.535) . The number after it is 5 so your digit (the 3) goes up by 
one.  

Try it Out  

Question 4  

a) What is 4.86 rounded to one decimal place?  

 

b) What is 0.124 rounded to one decimal place?  

 

c) What is 0.124 rounded to two decimal places?  

 

d) What is 143.568 rounded to two decimal places?  

 

e) What is 1,358.08 rounded to one decimal place?  

 

f) What is 5,678.0444 rounded to two decimal places?  

You can round to one decimal place (meaning your answer has one 
number after the decimal point) 

You can round to two decimal places (meaning your answer has two 
numbers after the decimal point) 

Look at the decimal place you want to round 

If the number after it is 0, 1, 2, 3 or 4, your original digit stays the same 

If the number after it is 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9, your original digit goes up by one  
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Checking Your Answers  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try it Out  

Question 5 

a) John thinks that 19 × 52 = 758. Is he right?  

Use approximation to check the answer.  

 

 

b) What is 763 – 229?  

Use rounding to check your answer.  

 

 

c) Amina is going on holiday for five days. She finds flights costing £233 and a 
hotel for £119.95 per night. She wants to make sure the holiday costs less than 
£1000. Use approximation to check the cost for Amina.  

 

 

 

 Example 

239 + 782 = 1021 

Check  

239 rounded to the nearest 10 is 240 

782 rounded to the nearest 10 is 780 

240 + 780 = 1020 

The answer seems about right 

Round your numbers to the nearest 
ten, nearest hundred or nearest 

whole number.  

Add, subtract, multiply or divide 
them. 

You have a rough/approximate 
answer. It should be nearly the same 

as your exact answer. 

Use rounding to check if your calculations are correct.  

You can use rounding to get a rough answer or an estimate. This is 
sometimes called approximation or an approximate answer.  
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Mixed Questions 

 
a) What is 676 rounded to the nearest 10? 

 

 

 

b) What is 51 × 49?  

 

Use approximation to check your answer. 

 

 

 

c) Round 921.53 to one decimal place.  

 

 

 

d) Denise has bought 124 textbooks for her students. She paid £1.99 for each 
textbook. She thinks the total cost was under £250. Is she correct? Use rounding 
to explain your answer.  

 

 

 

e) What is 156.41 rounded to the nearest whole number?  

 

 

 

f) Julia spent £956 on a holiday to Spain. Owen spent £745 on a holiday. How 
much more did Julia pay than Owen?  

 

Use estimation to check your answer.  


