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Your examples can be just one word 
or a phrase. You don’t need to quote 
a full sentence, but you must quote 
enough to make your point.clear. 

Skills Check 
Rate how confident you feel about the skills tested in this section:  

Skill Not a clue! I know a 
little 

I feel okay 
with this 

I feel quite 
confident 

I feel very 
confident 

Define key language devices  
      

Identify how language technique 
questions might be presented 

 
     

Identify language devices in texts   
      

Give examples of key language devices  
      

 

When you have finished the booklet, use a different colour to mark your confidence levels again.  

 

Language Devices 

Introduction 
 

On the exam, there will usually be one or two questions asking you to identify or 
give examples of language devices. These are specific words or phrases chosen 
by the writer for a reason such as to persuade. In this guide, we have chosen the 
most common devices to explain to you. You can find many others on the 
internet if you want to increase your understanding of language techniques.  

 

Language devices are also helpful for your writing exam as you will want to use 
some devices in your own writing to help achieve your purpose. It is a good idea 
to look at the layout features guide alongside this one.  
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Language Devices   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question and 
answer or 
rhetorical 
questions  

Identify them by looking for 
question marks. Remember 
rhetorical questions don’t 
have answers  

Used to get the reader to think, 
to locate information easily or to 
convince them to agree with a 
stated view  

Repetition A word or phrase may be used 
multiple times in a sentence 
or within the whole text  

Helps highlight key terms and 
information to the reader  

Instructions 
or imperative 

When the first word of a 
sentence is a verb giving an 
instruction 

Helps give the reader an order or 
list what they need to do. Can be 
used to persuade the reader to 
take an action  

Direct 
address 

Using you or your to speak 
directly to the reader 

Makes the reader feel personally 
involved with the text  

Quotations Identify these by the use of 
quotation marks (inverted 
commas) 

Quotes from experts or 
witnesses give the text authority 
and credibility  

Facts or 
statistics 

Look for numbers, 
percentages or fractions  

Facts add credibility and can be 
persuasive  

Here are six language devices that can be easily identified in a text because 
there are visual clues to look for.  
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Try it Out  

Question 1  

All of the language devices mentioned are used at least once in this article. 
See if you can label them all.  

 
Benefits of Drinking Water 

 
We all know that drinking water is good for us but sometimes we are busy with our day 
to day work and studies and forget to make sure we are getting enough fluid. Do you 
know how much fluid you should be drinking each day? UK experts recommend we 
drink at least 6 to 8 glasses of fluid a day to stay hydrated. That’s about 1.2 litres.  
 
What should we be drinking? 
Water, lower fat milk and sugar-free drinks, including tea and coffee, all help you to stay 
hydrated. You should try to avoid, or cut down on, fizzy drinks, squashes and juice 
drinks as they can contain high levels of added sugar and very few nutrients.  
 
Why is drinking water so important?  
Dr Imran Rafi, chairman of clinical innovation and research at the Royal College of GPs, 
said: “Drinking enough water is important in keeping healthy, both physically and 
mentally”. Studies show that even mild dehydration, such as losing between 1 and 3% of 
body fluid, can affect your working memory and concentration. It can cause headaches 
and increase feelings of anxiety or tiredness.  
 
If you exercise regularly, then you should aim to drink more to ensure you don’t become 
dehydrated as athletes can lose as much as 6–10% of their water weight via sweat. If you 
start to feel dizzy or lightheaded, tired or have a dry mouth or lips, then you might be 
dehydrated. 
 
Benefits of staying hydrated  
Staying hydrated has many benefits such as improving concentration and slightly 
increasing your metabolism, which can increase the number of calories you burn on a 
daily basis. Drinking water can also improve your cardiovascular health, which is the 
health of your heart and its blood vessels. It can also keep your skin healthy and help 
your muscles to work effectively.  
 
In summary, here are some tips to help you stay hydrated: 

 Drink between 6 and 8 glasses of fluid per day 
 Avoid sugary drinks 
 Drink more water if you are exercising  
 Watch out for signs of dehydration  

 

 



© Copyright of LC Education & Training Ltd 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alliteration Using the same sound or letter at the beginning of two or 
more words near to each other 

Cliché An overused phrase  

Emotive language  Words or phrases that clearly indicate the emotion of the 
writer or encourage the reader to feel a certain emotion  

Hyperbole Excessive exaggeration or going ‘over the top’ to make a point  

Idiom A phrase where the actual meaning is different from the 
meaning described by the words in the phrase  

Inclusive language  Includes the audience in the text using words such as we and 
our  

Metaphor A descriptive comparison saying one thing is something else  

Negative/positive 
language  

Words or phrases that are either very positive or very 
negative – usually descriptive words  

Rule of three or 
pattern of three 

Using three examples or descriptive words together to make 
a point  

Simile  A descriptive comparison using the words as or like  

Slogan  A short catch phrase usually to persuade the reader  

Superlatives Words that suggest something is either the best or worst it 
can be  

Technical language  Language relating to a specific field or industry  

 

 

 

There are many other languages devices or techniques that can be used in a 
text. They can sometimes be harder to identify so you may need to practise 
looking for them in a range of different texts. We have listed a number of 
additional techniques below, but this is not an exhaustive list! 
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Try it Out  

Question 2  

Write in the language device that matches each example. Use the table on 
the previous page to help you.  

Language Device Example 

 After a long day, it’s time to hit the sack.  

 Our product is strong, durable and effective.  

 Shoes so comfortable you’ll never want to buy another pair 
again.  

 Find the greatest offers in store today!  

 If you’re turning into a sloth, try our new fitness routine.  

 Sitting on one of our sofas is like sitting on a cloud.  

 The beautiful bouquet blossomed in the bright sun.  

 You can't judge a book by its cover. 

 In accordance with the Clean Air Act, you must systematically 
record the percentage of carbon monoxide within the 
enclosed environment.  

 It will ensure you can transform your garden into an amazing 
space filled with sunshine and flowers.  

 The horrendous decline in the local area really is shocking. 

 Melts in Your Mouth, Not in Your Hands 

 We all need to do our part to help save the environment.  
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Exam Terminology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try it Out  

Question 3  

 

 

 

Look at the text extract. Which of the options below best answers the question 
‘How does the writer convey how they feel about the concert?’ 

a) The writer uses very strong language to describe the concert.  

b) The writer uses negative language such as ‘screeching’ and ‘awful’ to show 

their feelings about the concert.  

c) The writer uses opinion to describe their feelings about the concert. 

d) The writer shows that they feel the concert is terrible.   

Here are some ways that language device/technique questions may be 
presented on the exam:  

 How does the writer convey their message….? 
 How does the writer convey how they are feeling…? 
 What techniques does the writer use to convince the reader of…?  
 Explain two ways the writer tries to convince the reader… 
 Identify two methods used by the writer of Text X to present ideas. 

Give an example to support each answer. 
 Give one similarity or difference in the way language is used to 

convey the views in Documents 1 and 2. Support your answer with 
evidence from each document. 

 Give two language techniques that the writer uses to help put across 
his view. Provide an example of each technique. 

There are various ways you might identify a question about language 
devices. Some examples are shown below.  

 

It is extremely important you don’t mix up language devices with layout 
features or techniques. Some questions may ask you to identify a mixture of 
the two and some will ask for one or the other.   

 

The residents were subjected to a constant stream of screeching music 
until 3am from the concert. The organisers showed no compassion for the 
residents’ pleas to turn down the awful noise.  
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Try it Out  

Question 4 

Identify three methods used by the writer of the text below to present ideas. 
Give an example to support each answer. 

 

 

Method 1 

Example 

 

Method 2 

Example  

 

Method 3 

Example  

 

 

Climate Change 

What is climate change?  

We use the term climate change to talk about changes to the overall 
temperature on Earth. The average temperature on Earth is about 15˚C. In the 
past the average has been much lower and also much higher. Many scientists 
believe that temperatures are increasing at a much higher rate than at any 
other time and this rise in temperature could prove deadly.  

What are the effects of climate change?  

Some effects of climate change can be seen such as glaciers shrinking and ice 
on rivers and lakes breaking up much sooner than it should. This doesn’t seem 
like much, but it could have a devastating and wide-reaching impact on our 
wildlife and environment. We need to act quickly to try to reverse some of the 
damage that has already been done.  
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Try it Out  

Question 5 

Find an example of each of the techniques listed below in the text.  

 

a) Rule of three 

 

b) Facts or statistics  

 

c) Direct address 

 

d) Idiom 

The Rising Popularity of the Staycation 
 

Many people are now choosing a staycation rather than holidaying abroad. 
You don’t have to worry about all those hours wasted sitting in an airport 
departure lounge and all that money spent on air fares, airport parking, 
currency and hotel transfers.  

 

Staycations have been rapidly increasing in popularity since 2017 and last year 
31% of holidaymakers planned a staycation rather than a foreign holiday. 2020 
is likely to see a further increase in UK holidays with travellers feeling that UK 
based holidays are safer than travelling in an aeroplane.  

 

The three most popular destinations in the UK are the Lake District, Scotland 
and Cornwall due to their picturesque surroundings. Camping has also 
increased in popularity in these destinations and sales of caravans are on the 
rise with people wanting to enjoy socially distanced breaks. 

 

You can enjoy all the things you love about going abroad right here in the UK 
including swimming, sightseeing, hiking and spending time with friends and 
family. So, next time you decide to hit the road, perhaps consider a road 
closer to home.  


