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Writing Compound and Complex Sentences – 
Level One  

How to Guide - ANSWERS  
 

It is a good idea to get a tutor to mark your work as there are many different 
types of sentences you could have written. There are some guidelines below to 
help you check your own work if you don’t have a tutor available.  

Question 1 

Complete each sentence with your own ideas.  

 

Have you remembered that the part after the conjunction must make sense on 
its own?  

Example answers:   

a) We are going to start looking for a new house, and we want to live near the 
town centre.  

 

b) Our local area is a wonderful place to live, but the public transport is terrible.  

 

c) Local people want more things for young people to do in the area, so they are 
asking the council to build a new play centre.  

 

 

Question 2 

Write your own sentences using some of the conjunctions below. You can 
write about any topic.  

Have you put a comma before the conjunction?  

Do the parts before the conjunctions and the parts after the conjunctions make 
sense when read on their own?  
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Question 3 

Write your own examples of complex sentences using an introductory word. 
Here are some things you should check in your work.  

Have you remembered to put the comma after the introductory word or phrase? 

Does it make sense if you read it out loud to yourself?   

 

Question 3  

Write your own examples of complex sentences starting with an independent 
clause.  

The important thing here is to have put the comma in the correct place. It 
should be the point at which you naturally pause when reading the sentence. 
The bit before the comma is a dependent clause so should not make sense on its 
own. The bit after the comma it should be an independent clause so it should 
make sense when you read it on its own.  

 

Question 4 

Complete these sentences with your own ideas.  

Have you remembered to put the comma after the dependent clause at the point 
where you pause?   

Example answers:  

a) When you apply for a new job, make sure your CV is up to date.  

 

b) While I am working, I like to listen to music.  

 

c) After I get home from college, I take my dog for a walk.  

 

d) If you don’t like the new shopping centre, you can go to the one in the next 
town.  

 

e) As you get older, you find that you need to go to bed earlier.  

 

f) Before exercising, you should always warm up.  
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Question 5 

Add in extra information inside the pair of commas.  

Read the sentence missing out the part in commas – does it make sense?  

 

Example answers:  

a) London,  the capital of England,  has a population of nearly nine million 

people.  

b) Suki, who is a friend of mine, spends her spare time raising money for 

charity.  

c) I would love to go on holiday to Spain, near Malaga or Nerja, to visit the coast 

and travel around.  

 

Question 6 

 

Write your own examples of complex sentences using commas to show 
additional information.  

The key to writing these correctly is that if the part in the commas is taken 
away, then the rest of the sentence should make sense on its own.  

 

The part inside the commas should give some extra information about what was 
said before the first comma. You must have a pair of commas and not just one.  

 


