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American Presidents – Level One  

Life Skills - ANSWERS  
 

Question 1  

a) Read the text below and circle or highlight the missing capital letters.   

 

Joe biden called for an end to america’s infighting. He asked for unity. Mr biden 
used the same words as Abraham lincoln to ask for the country to start afresh.  

The outgoing president, donald trump, snubbed the swearing in. the last 
president to do this was andrew johnson in 1869.     
 

NOTE: you don’t need to use a capital for president unless you are using it as part 
of a title with a person’s name: President Biden.  

 

b) What does it mean by ‘snubbed the swearing in’?  

Suitable answers include:  

Did not attend 

Did not want to attend  

Negatively showed he did not want to go  

 

Question Two  

The list below shows names of some of the most famous American presidents.  

Abraham Lincoln, John F Kennedy, George Washington, Bill Clinton, Barack 
Obama, Franklin D Roosvelt, Richard Nixon, Harry Truman and John Adams.  

Write them in alphabetical order by surname.  

John Adams 

Bill Clinton 

John F Kennedy 

Abraham Lincoln 

Richard Nixon  

Barack Obama 

Franklin Roosvelt  

Harry Truman  

George Washington    
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Question Three   

a) There are a few missing words in the text.  Insert the missing words.  

“This is America's day. This is democracy's day. A day of history and hope, of 

renewal and resolve. Through a crucible for the ages, America has been tested 

anew and America has risen to the challenge. Today we celebrate the triumph 

not of a candidate but of a cause, a cause of democracy. The people – the will of 

the people – has been heard, and the will of the people has been heeded.” 

b) The main point of this text is:  C  

a) The will of the people meant he won.  
b) You must heed the will of the people.  
c) That democracy has triumphed.  

 

c) You can use a dictionary for this question. 

Which of these have the same meaning as ‘heeded’? All of the above  

1. Listen to  
2. Pay attention to 
3. Be guided by  
4. All the above  

 

Question Four  

Read the text below.   

Joe Biden, at the age of 78, became the oldest president of America.  He was 
eight years older than the previous oldest president. Ronald Regan was elected 
age 69. Donald Trump became president at the age of 70 years old.  Since 1960, 
the average age of a President has been 56 years old. 

 

a) What is the main purpose of this text? 4 

1. To highlight that Ronald Reagan was under 70 when he elected president.  
2. To show that Presidents are normally in their mid-fifties. 
3. To explain that Joe Biden is eight years older than Donald Trump. 
4. To inform you about the ages of different presidents.    
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Question Five   

Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery, and his Gettysburg speech is one of the 
most famous by a president.  

This was the opening sentence.  

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers bought forth upon this continent, a 
new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal.” 

 

a) A word is spelt incorrectly.  Which of these is wrong? Bought (should be 
brought) 

1. Continent  
2. Conceived  
3. Bought  
4. Proposition 

 

b) Which of the following means dedicated? Devoted to a task 

1. To do something well. 
2. Devoted to a task. 
3. Working hard without taking a break. 

 

Question Six  

a) There are two commas missing in the sentence. Add in the missing commas.  

“My fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you 

can do for your country.” 

b) What do you think the main idea of Kennedy’s speech was?  

Kennedy was asking people to take action or to do the best they could for 
America. He was trying to get them not to focus on themselves and what they 
can get but on what they could offer.  
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Question Seven 

Barack Obama was born in 1961, in Hawaii.  He was the American president 
between 2009 and 2017.  He is a member of the Democratic Party and was the 
first African American president. He married his wife Michelle in 1992 and has 
two daughters.  

a) List three facts about Barack Obama from the text.  

Any three facts from this list:  

 Barack Obama was born in 1961 
 He was born in Hawaii 
 He was President between 2009-17 
 He is a member of the Democratic Party 
 He is the first African -American president  
 He married his wife in 1992 
 He has two daughters 

 

b) In 2009 Obama won the Nobel Peace Prize “for his efforts to strengthen 
international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples.”  

You may use a dictionary for this question.  Diplomacy means: 2  

1. Being careful what you say   
2. Dealing with people tactfully and sensitively  
3. Speaking professionally and politely  

 

Section Two 

Question One  

Joe Biden was recently sworn in as the president.  What is another term for 
the swearing in of a president? 3.Inauguration  

1. Welcoming party                         
2. Succession speech                                                                                   
3. Inauguration 
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Question Two 

John F Kennedy was the second youngest elected President.   

From the list below, who was the fifth youngest President? 5. Obama 

1. Theodore Roosvelt 
2. JFK (John F Kennedy)  
3. Barack Obama  
4. Ulysses Grant          
5. Barack Obama  

 

Question Three 

Read the statements below and find out if the answers are true or false.  

a) A female has been US President.   

True   or   False      

b) A female has been US Vice President. 

  True  or   False 
 

Question Four 

Here is Mount Rushmore. The images of famous US presidents are carved into 
the mountain. Label the presidents you can see on the mountain.  

From left to right they are George Washington, Thomas Jefferson. Abraham 
Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt.  
 

Question Five 

Four Presidents have been killed while in office. They were ass___inated  

Write the full spelling of the word.  

assassinated  
 

Question Six 

Ask a tutor to check your work.  

Have you checked your spelling? 

Have you checked your punctuation? 

Have you checked your grammar? 

Have you stuck to the word count?  

Have you checked the facts are accurate – did you use a suitable website?  


