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Skills Check 
Rate how confident you feel about the skills tested in this section:  

Skill Not a clue! I know a 
little 

I feel okay 
with this 

I feel quite 
confident 

I feel very 
confident 

Set out a blog correctly 
      

Write using the appropriate style  
      

Interpret what to write about  
      

Complete the blog in the given time 
frame        

 

When you have finished the booklet, use a different colour to mark your confidence levels again.  

 

Writing Blogs 

Introduction 
 

A blog is one of the newer types of text you may be asked to write on the exam. 
It gives you the opportunity to write something that is more personal and 
informal than many of the other text types. It’s like an online diary that gives an 
informal opinion on a specific topic.  

 

You will find it useful to have completed work on  

 Planning 
 Writing the correct amount 
 Spelling 
 Grammar 
 Punctuation  

before attempting this guide as you will then be able to apply the things you 
have learnt to writing blogs.  

You may find it useful to have a copy of the writing self-analysis sheet to help 
you check your own work.  

Most exam boards expect you to write 250 to 300 words in around 30 
minutes.  
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Layout & Structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try it Out  

Question 1  

a) Find out where the word blog comes from.  

 

 

b) Circle which of the following you are likely to find in a blog.  

 

 Photographs  Title   A salutation   Paragraphs  

 

 Regards   First person  Opinions  Informal language 

What must a blog have?  

There are very few criteria for a blog. It must have paragraphs and it’s a good 
idea to have a title that’s a bit catchy and engaging. 

 

It might also use subheadings, weblinks and pictures. Of course, in the exam 
you can’t paste or draw a picture, but some people create a text box and label 
what the picture would be.  

 

A blog is very similar to an article, so you will find much of the information is 
very similar between the two guides.  

 

There is no set close for a blog. Some people put their 
name at the bottom. You should NOT put Regards or 

Yours sincerely/faithfully   
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Style  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Blogs make use of features such as 

 

 

 

 

 

Try it Out 

Question 2 - Read the extract from the blog and label any specific features you 
find.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Pronouns 

I 

You 

We 

Blogs are generally quite informal. The 
idea is that they sound like one side of a 

conversation you might have with 
someone on a topic. Some blogs will 

address the readers directly at the start 
and welcome them to the blog.  

 

Most blogs are personal and written in 
the first person using I, but some are 

professional and might use we instead 
to show they reflect the ideas of a whole 

organisation rather than just one 
person. 

It’s important to think about the 
audience who will be reading the blog. 

There should be a clue in the exam 
question. You should try to tailor your 

style to fit that audience. 
 

If your audience are teenagers, try to put 
in some references to things teenagers 

are interested in.  
 

If your audience are business users, then 
you might want to refer to examples of 

other businesses you are aware of.  

 

Rhetorical Questions 

To encourage the 
reader to agree with 

you or empathise 
with you. 

Puns or Jokes 

Designed to entertain 
the reader. 

Thanks for returning to read part two of my football blog. Some 
people left some amazing comments on part one, so it’s nice to know I 
wasn’t given the red card after my first blog attempt!  
 

Anyway, I wanted to give you a bit of an insight into how I prepare for 
a game. I always find that I play better if I warmup properly before a 
game. I set aside twenty minutes to do jogging, knee raises, lunges, 
squats and drills.  After all, I don’t want to collapse with cramp after 
the first few minutes, do I?  
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The Content 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Try It Out  

Question 3 

Highlight all the informal language in the blog extract below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It can be difficult for examiners to come up with blog topics for the exam as 
they need to choose something that everything is familiar with and can write 
about. This means the topic can be quite vague so you can choose exactly 
what you want to say. Here are some ideas of topics that might come up:  

 Your course/education/apprenticeship  
 Your hobbies  
 Your local area 

The content is generally a mix of description and information. There might 
even be a bit of persuasion in there too. As with everything you write on the 
exam, plan your points first and then write a clear paragraph about each 
point or topic. 

It’s fine to be quite informal using contractions, colloquial phrases and even 
some slang words as long as you don’t go over the top. You can also use some 
exclamation marks. It’s also a possible opportunity to use quotations marks.  
Even though the text is informal, you should still use your complex 
sentences, apostrophes, colons, commas and level two vocabulary. It’s easy to 
forget about this when you are writing in a conversational style.  

So, you might have gathered from my previous blogs that Sarah can 
be a tad forgetful. You’ll remember all the times she’s lost or left 
behind her passport, camera, shoes and pretty much everything else 
she owns. Well, we’d been on the coach for about three hours when 
they come round selling drinks and she scrabbles in her bag for her 
purse. After a minute, she turns to me to with a look on her face that 
said, “You ain’t gonna believe what I’ve gone and done”. Can you 
guess what had happened? If you said that she’d left her purse 
behind at the hostel, then you’d be right on the money.   
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Example Question  
 

Below you will find an example exam style question and a sample response to that 
question. After you have read the example, you can have a go at writing your own 
version of the blog.  

 

 

Here is an example answer. The blog has been annotated to show where key 
criteria have been met to help gain marks on the exam.  

 

Example Blog 
 

Why Apprenticeships are the Future 

 

If you’re hoping that your days of studying and learning will soon be over and 
you’ll be free to play Fortnite and post selfies to Instagram all day, I’ve got bad 
news for you. School is just the beginning of your learning process. If you want 
to have a great career and earn lots of money, then you’ll have to keep 
learning. I learned that pretty quickly once I finished year eleven.  

Relevant title   

Write a blog about your personal experience of education and learning after 
you finished school. The blog will be aimed at teenagers preparing to leave 
school next year. Describe your experience of learning after school and how it 
helped/might help you with your career.   

The introductory paragraph clearly sets out what the blog will talk about in terms 
of keeping learning.  

It addresses the reader uses you’re and your and also uses I and I’ve to make the 
blog personal.  

The writer shows they understand the audience is teenagers by making reference 
to Fortnite and Instagram.  

The blog uses contractions you’re, you’ll and I’ve and also informal words such as 
lots of, bad news, pretty quickly and great. These all help to appeal to the target 
audience and create an informal conversational style.   

The write uses two complex sentences with If you’re hoping…, and If you want…,  
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After I finished my GCSEs, I wasn’t sure what to do with myself. My mum 
didn’t want me sitting around the house all day, so she suggested I look for an 
apprenticeship. I did some research and applied for a position as apprentice 
electrician at a local firm. The pay was rubbish, but I knew that once I 
qualified, I could be earning a salary of over £40,000. I was lucky enough to be 
accepted and they said I could start in three weeks’ time.  

 

At the beginning it was a bit boring: I spent quite a while at college filling in 
enrolment forms, doing tests in maths and English and doing inductions. I was 
worried I’d made the wrong choice as I didn’t want to end up sitting in a 
classroom all day. However, once I got started properly, I loved it!   

 

For the first few weeks, I shadowed a chap called Andy watching how he 
worked and giving him some basic help: passing him tools and holding the 
ladder. His favourite phrase was, “measure twice, cut once”, which he said 
every day! As the course progressed, I was taught about the different systems 
and how to wire up lighting correctly. I’m now allowed to wire up simple 
fixtures on my own.  

The paragraph has a clear topic about how the writer decided to become an 
apprentice. This shows clear planning.  

The first sentence is complex using After…, and there are two compound sentences 
using so and but.  

There are more informal words such as sitting around, rubbish and lucky enough. 
The writer shows they have level 2 vocabulary by using words like suggested, 
applied and qualified.  

The writer has made an effort to get a possessive apostrophe in with three weeks’ 
time.  

Again, the paragraph has a clear topic about the start of the apprenticeship.  

The writer makes use of an exclamation mark to convey their emotion and a colon 
to show further information.  

There’s are more complex sentences with At the beginning…, and However,  

There are more informal words and phrases to maintain the theme of the whole 
piece with bit boring, quite a while and I’d.  

This paragraph answers the part of the question about how your learning helped 
you in the career.   

There are complex sentences with For the first few weeks, and As the course 
progressed,  

There’s more informal language with chap but also some level two vocabulary with 
shadowed, progressed, and different systems. There is a colon for a list and a quote. 
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I attend college one day a week and they set me work to do while I’m on the 
job. I have to fill in a logbook every week and write assignments for my course. 
The course’s assignments aren’t too challenging, and my college tutors give 
me plenty of help. I find learning much easier now than I did at school. I think 
it’s because I can see how it’s going to help me in my work. I also mostly find it 
interesting. Some of the health and safety is a bit dull, but I know how 
important it is, so I try to pay attention.  

 

Overall, I’d encourage anyone who isn’t sure what they want to do after school 
to consider an apprenticeship. You can earn a bit of money and get a proper 
qualification at the end. It’s definitely hard work, but it’s very rewarding too.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This blog is 441 words and has six paragraphs in total. This would be 
a suitable length in the exam but on the longer side of what you 
would be expected to write.  

Try it Out   

Question 4  

Have a go at writing your own version of the blog.    

This paragraph continues answering the question with some detailed description.  

There’s more informal language with plenty of and bit dull.  

There is a possessive apostrophe with course’s assignment.  

This paragraph uses Overall, to show that this is the conclusion and create a 
complex sentence. They state their main point that apprenticeships are good and 
sum up the explanations given about money and hard work. They use some level 
two words encourage, definitely, consider and rewarding.  
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Blog Writing – Top Tips  
 

 Always plan your key points before you start writing  

 

 Come up with a title that’s appropriate to the blog. If you can be funny or 
catchy, that’s great but don’t worry if you find that difficult. Just make the 
title clear  

 

 Use an informal chatty style that fits the audience you are speaking to  

 

 Always include at least two examples of possessive apostrophes and 
colons. Consider using a quote 

 

 Use a mix of sentence types and aim for a minimum of four examples of 
complex sentences  

 

 Try to include a conclusion that sums up what you have said  

 

 Even though it is more informal, make sure you are still writing at level 
two by including some sophisticated vocabulary  

 

 Make sure you explain or describe your points. Consider using anecdotes 
or focusing on one aspect to describe in detail  
 
 

 Consider how you might use some specific techniques such as rhetorical 
questions and personal pronouns 
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Try it Out – you can choose to write or type your blogs. Consider timing 
yourself so you can see if you can complete the blog within the given time frame.  

 

Question 5  

 

Your college/training provider is taking part in a national event celebrating 
people we admire to inspire young people to have someone to look up to. They 
are asking all students to write a blog about a person they admire.  

In your blog you should describe the person you admire and give detailed 
explanations about why you admire them. The person could be someone famous 
such as a film star, musician or sportsperson or might be someone you know 
personally such as a family member, sports coach or teacher.  

 

Aim to write 5 to 8 paragraphs.  

 

 

 

Question 6 

 

You are doing some work experience at the council offices. They have a new 
website and ask if you will write a blog about your opinions on how local 
transport can be improved. They want to encourage other local people to then 
write in with their own ideas.  

 

You should aim to write about 250 to 300 words. 


